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Zaborona also have a YouTube Channel. You’ll hear some clips from their videos throughout this 

episode.  

 

Now, Zaborona was originally based out of Kyiv. 

 

But when we spoke to Roman and Katerina, they had just moved their headquarters. 

 

 

[MUSIC FADES] 

 

04.00  

KATERINA SERGATSKOVA   

 

I'm Katerina Sergatskova. I'm a journalist and editor in chief at Zabarona R.
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[MUSIC RISES] 

 

11.31  

ROMAN 

  

We have a name. We have a history. But during this war,  
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15.55 

 

MAHA 

 

When I spoke to Roman and Katerina, it was earlier on in the war. And while there was so much 



 

    - 10 - 

Allan has been on the frontline of many world-changing events, from the first Gulf War to the 

breakup of Yugoslavia.  

 

I asked him what he made of Katya and Roman’s story. 

 

17.54 

 

ALLAN LITTLE 

 

I was very moved by it. To bear witness is the most important part of being a journalist, I think. And 

what they seem determined to do is make sure that there are people on the ground a gathering 

reliable evidence about what has happened. And I think that is a brave and very noble thing to do.  

 

And I think it's really, really important to acknowledge that, compared to what they're doing, 

everything I did, as a war correspondent was easy and straightforward. Because I had my home to 

come back to, nobody was gonna burn it down. Nobody was threatening my home or my family. 

And that's the principal difference.  

 

18.37 

 

MAHA 

 

So I've heard you talk about the strong journalistic motivation to expose suffering and injustice in 

the hope that if the world, here's what's going on, somebody will do something to stop it. And 

you've also talked a lot about the challenges towards journalists today, you know, the ubiquity of 

information, the mistrust of the image.  Can you summarise what you think these challenges are 

and especially in the context of Ukraine today, for Katya and Roman?  

 

19.06 

ALLAN 

  

Yeah, I think the challenge is to establish beyond reasonable doubt what's true, and there is always 

a lot of pressure to be balanced. And balance is not the same thing as i(
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extent punished the wrongdoers. There are lots of men sitting in prison today who were the 

perpetrators of appalling war crimes, because in the end public opinion was moved by the 

journalism that was taking place there. So you know, it can happen, but even if it doesn't, it's still 

worth doing. 

 

22.16 

MAHA 

 

And if you were to give Katya and Roman one piece of advice, what would that be? 
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