
Where to play

Once the basics are mastered and it’s time to go
and hone skills out on the practice court, the
track or in a scrum with 14 others, BBC Sport
Academy offers a starting point to more
information on local courses or finding a place
to play.

In each of the nine sport categories there is a
contacts link which, through partnerships with
major sporting organisations, reveals a clickable
map of the British Isles for youngsters to
pinpoint where they live and access links to sites
with information for finding a local club
anywhere across Britain.

The Sports Charter

At grass roots level, it’s vital that young people
are aware of their rights in relation to the
members of their team, their coach and their
parents. The Sports Charter does not offer
prescriptive advice, but it does offer young
people a set of guidelines for reference if they
are feeling uncomfortable with any aspect of the
sports they are involved with. The ten points of
the charter are explained below:

1. You have the right to be treated with respect
regardless of race, religion, colour, language,
sex and disability.

2. You have the right to a safe environment off
the field and to be protected from emotional,
physical or sexual mistreatment or abuse from
any section – players, coaches, parents etc.

3. You have the right to be protected from
violence, bullying and aggression from
opponents and teammates on the field.

4. You have the right not to be ridiculed or
criticised by parents, supporters or coaches.

5. You have the right to express an opinion and
develop ideas providing it is done responsibly.

6.  You have the right to play sport for your
own reasons and not be the victim of
unrealistic expectations from anyone else.

7. You should respect other teammates, coaches
and game officials.

8. You should take responsibility for your own
actions and behaviour.

9. You should respect the rules of your 
chosen sport.

10. You should respect your sporting
environment and equipment.

Careers guide

Apart from wanting to be the next David
Beckham, many young people aren’t aware of the
depth and breadth of careers and employment
within the sports and leisure industry.

Only a small percentage of talented youngsters
will go on to make a living out of playing sport
professionally, but that doesn’t mean the
association and enthusiasm has to end for those
with less ability.

This section offers lots of ways to make a living
in the sport you love, apart from playing, to
really get young people thinking seriously about
how they can develop and qualify further in the
sports environment through coaching,
administration or management to make a
difference in other ways.
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Support for sport



BBC Sport Academy isn’t about getting young
people into the gym for hours on end – its aims
are to stir an interest in sport and create the
motivation for them to go out and try it for
themselves.

Sport should not become a chore for young



Louis Lennox introduces a race against the
clock to kit-up a sports star before they get a
nasty injury. Click and drag pieces of kit in the
right order and discover what each item of kit is
and how it works out in the field.

Fair or foul? 

Cheating and foul play are the scourge of
professional sport and John Motson, the famed
football commentator, reveals how to treat your
opponent with the respect they deserve. On the
virtual football pitch, answer fair play questions
to win possession of the ball and make passes
until you score a goal – get questions wrong and
give the ball away to the other team. Watch
winning goals again with the action replay
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SMS – The BBC Sport Academy
text message challenge

BBC Sport Academy aims to bring sport to
young people wherever they are with its unique
series of weekly SMS Challenges to beat sports
stars at their own game. 

Kieron Dyer has counted the number of
consecutive headers he can keep up in a minute,
Nick Faldo has been filmed putting blindfolded
from five yards and Mark Ramprakash has
recorded the number of wickets he can take in
two minutes, to name just a few.

A video clip of the sports star performing their
challenge will be available on the Sport
Academy website for tips on how the stars did 
it and to prove it is possible! So go on –
challenge yourself!

The BBC Sport Academy text club asks kids to
sign up on the website or send a text message to
07736 120000 to register to receive the SMS
Challenges. A skills challenge for each of the
Academy sports – football, rugby, swimming,
golf, cricket, basketball, athletics and tennis –
will then be sent out weekly for eight weeks,
starting from 1 August.

The highest score from SMS Challenge
responses will receive a BBC Sport Academy
prize. The top challenge scores plus the best 
text comments will also be posted on the site
each week to let challengers see how they
compare to the best of the rest in the SMS
Challenge leaderboard. 

Detailed information is not required to register,
just first name, age and the first half of the
person’s postcode. The BBC covers the cost of
sending out the messages, although responses will
be charged at the person’s standard text message
rate. It is possible to unsubscribe from the BBC
Sport Academy SMS Challenges at any time.
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The “Hall of Fame”

If you’re looking for some inspiration or
motivation to make that early morning run,
these quotes from the most dedicated sportsmen
and women should give you that final push
towards achieving excellence.

Football 

Robbie Savage, Leicester City and Wales
“Even if you think that you are not good
enough – as I once thought – keep trying, keep
believing in your own ability.” 

Gary Neville, Manchester United and England
“Being a professional footballer is the greatest
thing I could ever imagine. There isn’t anything
in your life that can give you a buzz like
running out in front of 60,000 people.”

Keith Gillespie, Blackburn Rovers and
Northern Ireland
“The best thing is to enjoy the winning as much
as you can because there are going to be plenty
of disappointments too.”

Chris Coleman, Fulham and Wales
“There have been times when I’ve been in pain
and I’ve felt like I can’t get through another day.
But something always tells me to keep going.”

Marianne Spacey, Fulham and England
“Enjoy it and make the most of it because you
don’t know what is going to happen next. Even
when you lose you still learn and in the end you
win from losing.” 

Jayne Ludlow, Arsenal and England
“An American coach once pointed out to me
that British athletes tend to stay in the comfort
zone – but you’ll never achieve your potential
that way. I always push myself to the limit.”

Rugby

Brian O’Driscoll, Ireland and British Lions


