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DRAMA

CHARLES II
A dynamic romp through history - racy, visceral and violent – Charles II is set
in the corridors and bedrooms of power, when the conflict between monarch
and State was at a crossroads. Starring Rufus Sewell as King Charles II,
Rupert Graves, Helen McCrory, Martin Freeman, Dame Diana Rigg and Ian
McDiarmid.  

The drama focuses on the court of King Charles II, his squabbling family and
his glamorous mistresses – from the high-born and promiscuous Barbara
Villiers (Helen McCrory) through folk heroine and sex symbol of the day Nell
Gwynne, to French spy Louise de Keroualle (Mélanie Thierry). 

From the pen of award-winning screenwriter Adrian Hodges, whose credits
include David Copperfield and The Lost World, this ambitious and original
take on Charles’s reign penetrates to the heart of the charismatic monarch
who was deeply traumatised by the execution of his father.

Charles Stuart is destitute, weary and hopeless. After nearly a decade in
exile from Republican England, never did the prospects of regaining his crown
seem so bleak - until canny General Monck persuades Parliament to invite
him back to take up the throne. Charles’s triumphant ride into London on his
30th birthday segues into another victory: the long-anticipated seduction of
beautiful, tantalising Barbara Villiers, who has been holding out on him for
several months.

The cast also includes: Diana Rigg as Henrietta Maria, Charles’s volatile
mother; Martin Freeman as Shaftesbury, a Minister in the House of Commons;
Shirley Henderson as Queen Catherine; Charlie Creed-Miles as James,









SUPERSTARS 

Johnny Vaughan and Suzi Perry
present the return of the legendary
sports-entertainment show,
Superstars.

Contestants already confirmed
include footballers Dennis Wise
and Stuart Pearce, athletes Colin
Jackson and Liz McColgan, Annabel
Croft from the tennis world, jockeys
Richard Dunwoody and Peter
Scudamore, and rugby players
Martin Offiah and brothers Rory
and Tony Underwood. 

They are just a few of the top
sportsmen and women who have
signed up to take part in 10
disciplines, ranging from the
infamous gym tests (dips and squats)
to mountain biking, the 100m
sprint, target golf and swimming. 

The series features four men’s
qualifiers and a final, as well as a
women’s special, and contestants
are based in an Olympic-style village
at the world-famous La Manga
Club in southern Spain, where they
live and compete together.

The original Superstars, presented
by David Vine, ran for 11 years on
BBC One from 1974-1985, and
featured memorable moments such
as Brian Jacks’s outstanding gym
performances, Kevin Keegan falling
off a bike at high speed and
Malcolm McDonald setting a record
for the 100m.
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EYES DOWN

Two fat ladies, 88; all the fours, 44; two little ducks, 22 – it's Eyes Down in
Angela Clarke's new comedy about the lives, loves, hopes and disappointments
of the staff and punters at a Liverpool bingo palace.

Paul O'Grady is Ray, the bingo caller and manager, who presides over a
motley staff. On catering, there's Christine, whose Chihuahua compensates
for her unfortunate love-life. But Christine is blind to the devotion she arouses
in floorman Martin, a mother’s boy, whose life is a world away from that of
dandy mechanic and ladies’ man Bobby, Ray's bête noire.

Sandy, young, pregnant and not too bright, works with Martin on the floor and
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RETURNING SERIES
COMMERCIAL BREAKDOWN

FRIDAY NIGHT WITH JONATHAN ROSS

HAVE I GOT NEWS FOR YOU

PARKINSON







POMPEII – 
THE LAST DAY 

On 24 August AD79, the sleeping
giant Mount Vesuvius erupted with
horrifying force, destroying the
prosperous Roman cities of Pompeii
and Herculaneum. Their inhabitants
where subjected to 24 hours of
untold terror. Four million tonnes
of pumice, rock and ash rained on
the towns, suffocating the life out
of the cities, and burying alive those
who had been unable to flee.
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ONE LIFE

BBC One launches its new documentry strand this autumn with a series of
films that take the viewer to the very heart of the story. Emotional journeys,
gritty subjects and compelling characters will have viewers hooked at every
twist of the tale.

Some films are moving and personal; the 12-year-old who is helping her
alcoholic mother through detox and the mother who is willing to make the
ultimate sacrifice for her seriously ill daughter. 

Others expose the grittier side of life in the UK – classroom bullying, filmed
entirely from the pupils’ perspective, and the small-time crooks who are
fighting the grip that heroin has on their community.

The series also joins people as they attempt to overcome life’s challenges,
people like Julie, who is agoraphobic and hasn’t left her village for 10 years. 

Shot by a range of highly talented and innovative directors, these films
offer an unflinching view of the troubles everyday people face. But they
also tell the story of the incredible warmth, honesty and hope that often
surfaces in the face of such adversity.

LOST FOR WORDS

Half a million people in Britain
stammer – it’s a prime target for
bullying at school, but it’s a stigma
for adults too. Lost For Words follows
a range of extraordinary people as
they battle with this condition. They
explain how they have to struggle to
make themselves understood, and
what it feels like to face daily prejudice
and humiliation every time they open
their mouths. Using hidden cameras
to record the reactions of the public,
the film shows the sufferers’ turmoil
as they face their demons and
attempt to go about their everyday
lives. It also follows the difficult
journey of speech therapy and
therapists’ aims to unlock the
hidden world of someone with a
covert stammer.

NOAH’S ARK 

According to the Bible, Noah was 
a holy man who saved mankind in 
a wooden ark two thirds the size of
the Titanic. But how much of this
incredible story is fact? Noah’s Ark
explores the truth behind the Noah
legend and asks whether or not the
story could actually be a simpler tale
based on real historical figures and
events. Using computer-generated
graphics and dramatic reconstructions,
the programme recreates Noah’s
ark to show how it would have
looked, test if it was possible for
the animals to have boarded two by
two, and recreate the dramatic
battle to survive the Great Flood.

BBC CHILDREN IN
NEED 2003

The BBC’s biggest stars are already
vying for their spot on this year’s
Children In Need. But viewers can
expect a few changes in 2003… 

Over Children In Need’s 24 years,
viewers and listeners have raised
over a third of a billion pounds
which has been shared amongst an
enormously diverse range of charities
working with disadvantaged children
– from providing goalposts for youth
football teams to supporting projects
tackling tough social problems such
as child prostitution and child abuse.
The challenge for 2003 is to beat
the record-breaking £25 million
raised in both 2001 and 2002.AUCTION MAN

Auction Man introduces wheeler-
dealer Michael Hogben – the Del
Boy of the auctioneering world. He
loves fast cars, designer clothes
and a celebrity lifestyle – all of
which are easily financed by his
auction house’s £1 million turnover. 

Beneath the veneer of one of the
UK’s most successful auction
houses, Hogben’s, the programme
reveals the human stories behind
the goods that go under the hammer.

Crammed with characters and laden
with hot tips on how to spot a gem,
Auction Man introduces the Hogben’s
team that make the business such
a success, the regular visitors, the
celebrities, the sharp customers
and the unscrupulous dealers.

CHANGING ROOMS

The king of all make-over shows is set for a make-over itself, as designer
Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen switches to a 



RELATIVE STRANGERS

Imagine having a blood relation 
that you’ve never met; the child 
you couldn’t keep or the mother
you never knew. 

To not know where that person is,
what they look like or whether they
are even alive can be unbearable.

The series follows adopted children,
birth mothers and siblings as they
try to find each other after years of
separation, from the initial search,
through to the agony and the ecstasy
of reunion and beyond. Find out
how the families fare as they try to
replace the missing pieces of their
fractured lives. 
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RETURNING SERIES

A LIFE OF GRIME

AIRPORT

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

BARGAIN HUNT

GROUND FORCE

KENYON CONFRONTS

REAL STORY

TRAIL OF GUILT 

WATCHDOG

HUNTING CHRIS RYAN

Gulf War veteran SAS trooper Chris
Ryan is pushed to his limits as he
is hunted down by a crack force of
former Special Forces soldiers in
the most extreme environments on
Earth.

After parachuting into hostile
wildernesses, including Siberia,
Botswana and Honduras, Ryan 
has a matter of minutes to escape
before the Hunter Force is unleashed.

Hounded by helicopters and heat-
seeking devices, Ryan has to use
every trick he learned as a soldier
to evade capture and cover his
tracks in a game with no rules.
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BBC SPORTS
PERSONALITY OF THE
YEAR 2003

The BBC celebrates half a century
of sporting achievement in a special
anniversary edition of BBC Sports
Personality Of The Year, which
celebrates its 50th birthday this
December.

For one night only the show’s first
presenter, Peter Dimmock, is reunited
with the inaugural winner, Chris
Chattaway – pace-setter of Roger
Bannister’s historic four-minute mile
– in the studio to present the accolade
to this year’s winner. They are joined
by an illustrious list of previous
winners to celebrate  50 years of
British sporting achievement. A
week-long series of programmes is
also planned, building up to the
star-studded event on Sunday 7
December. In each show two
celebrities look back over a decade
of sport, from 1954 to the present
day, recalling the highs and lows

and the winners and losers, and
viewers will have the chance to vote 
for their personality of the decade. 

Steve Rider, Sue Barker and Gary
Lineker present the live show,
reviewing 2003 and taking viewers’
votes for this year’s BBC Sports
Personality Of The Year. 

MATCH OF THE DAY
LIVE – 









NOTES

ALL ABOUT ME
A Celador Production

HERE COMES THE SUN
A 12 Yard Production

TEST THE NATION
A Talent TV Production

SUPERSTARS
A TWI Production

THEY THINK IT'S 
ALL OVER
A Talkback Production

TRAVELS WITH MY
UNFIT MOTHER
A Lion TV Production

HOLY CROSS
A BBC NI Production in association
with RTE

CHANGING ROOMS
An Endemol Production

IMAGINE
A Liberty Bell Production

JAMIE’S WISH
An October Films Production

SEA MONSTERS – 
A WALKING WITH 
DINOSAURS TRILOGY
An Impossible Pictures Production

BYKER GROVE
A Zenith Entertainment Production

EGGHEADS
A 12 Yard Production

EUREKA TV
A The Foundation Production

FUNGUS
THE BOGEYMAN
An Indie Kids and Gala Films
Production

QUEEN’S NOSE
A Film And General Production

THE PROGRAMMES CONTAINED IN THIS PACK ARE BBC PRODUCTIONS
UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

PRODUCTION COMPANY CREDITS


