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DRAMA

CHARLES II
A dynamic romp through history - racy, visceral and violent – Charles II is set
in the corridors and bedrooms of power, when the conflict between monarch
and State was at a crossroads. Starring Rufus Sewell as King Charles II,
Rupert Graves, Helen McCrory, Martin Freeman, Dame Diana Rigg and Ian
McDiarmid.  

The drama focuses on the court of King Charles II, his squabbling family and
his glamorous mistresses – from the high-born and promiscuous Barbara
Villiers (Helen McCrory) through folk heroine and sex symbol of the day Nell
Gwynne, to French spy Louise de Keroualle (Mélanie Thierry). 

From the pen of award-winning screenwriter Adrian Hodges, whose credits
include David Copperfield and The Lost World, this ambitious and original
take on Charles’s reign penetrates to the heart of the charismatic monarch
who was deeply traumatised by the execution of his father.

Charles Stuart is destitute, weary and hopeless. After nearly a decade in
exile from Republican England, never did the prospects of regaining his crown
seem so bleak - until canny General Monck persuades Parliament to invite
him back to take up the throne. Charles’s triumphant ride into London on his
30th birthday segues into another victory: the long-anticipated seduction of
beautiful, tantalising Barbara Villiers, who has been holding out on him for
several months.

The cast also includes: Diana Rigg as Henrietta Maria, Charles’s volatile
mother; Martin Freeman as Shaftesbury, a Minister in the House of Commons;
Shirley Henderson as Queen Catherine; Charlie Creed-Miles as James,
Charles’s brother; and Alice Patten as the demure Lady Frances Stuart, the
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