
14

FACTUAL

COLOSSEUM
Colosseum takes viewers back in time to the glamour and bloodshed 
of ancient Rome’s gladiatorial world, where men fought for their lives to
entertain emperors and a blood-thirsty populace.

Following on from the success of Pyramid, Colosseum combines compelling
narrative with state-of-the-art computer graphics and high-quality drama
reconstruction. It throws new light on the way gladiators really fought and
trained, and reveals that many of them were the superstars of their age. 

Colosseum revolves around the true story of Verus, who rises from slave 
to star gladiator, but who faces the ultimate challenge in one of the very few
gladiatorial fights that was recorded and described by contemporary writers.
Colosseum is the story of a man’s journey out of slavery, of his quest for
freedom and of the construction of the building where he was prepared to
fight for his life. It is also the story of the Roman civilisation that demanded
he should do so. 





POMPEII – 
THE LAST DAY 

On 24 August AD79, the sleeping
giant Mount Vesuvius erupted with
horrifying force, destroying the
prosperous Roman cities of Pompeii
and Herculaneum. Their inhabitants
where subjected to 24 hours of
untold terror. Four million tonnes
of pumice, rock and ash rained on
the towns, suffocating the life out
of the cities, and burying alive those
who had been unable to flee.

Pompeii – The Last Day recreates
that momentous day, and shows
first-hand the horror of Pompeii’s
last hours. Factual characters
based on historical and forensic
evidence unearthed in Pompeii
and Herculaneum, as well as
extracts from Gaius Plinius Monor’s
account of the disaster, help bring
to life one of the most notorious
disasters in history.

Using stunning visual effects, the
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ONE LIFE

BBC One launches its new documentry strand this autumn with a series of
films that take the viewer to the very heart of the story. Emotional journeys,
gritty subjects and compelling characters will have viewers hooked at every
twist of the tale.

Some films are moving and personal; the 12-year-old who is helping her
alcoholic mother through detox and the mother who is willing to make the
ultimate sacrifice for her seriously ill daughter. 

Others expose the grittier side of life in the UK – classroom bullying, filmed
entirely from the pupils’ perspective, and the small-time crooks who are
fighting the grip that heroin has on their community.

The series also joins people as they attempt to overcome life’s challenges,
people like Julie, who is agoraphobic and hasn’t left her village for 10 years. 

Shot by a range of highly talented and innovative directors, these films
offer an unflinching view of the troubles everyday people face. But they
also tell the story of the incredible warmth, honesty and hope that often
surfaces in the face of such adversity.

LOST FOR WORDS

Half a million people in Britain
stammer – it’s a prime target for
bullying at school, but it’s a stigma
for adults too. Lost For Words follows
a range of extraordinary people as
they battle with this condition. They
explain how they have to struggle to
make themselves understood, and
what it feels like to face daily prejudice
and humiliation every time they open
their mouths. Using hidden cameras
to record the reactions of the public,
the film shows the sufferers’ turmoil
as they face their demons and
attempt to go about their everyday
lives. It also follows the difficult
journey of speech therapy and
therapists’ aims to unlock the
hidden world of someone with a
covert stammer.

NOAH’S ARK 

According to the Bible, Noah was 
a holy man who saved mankind in 
a wooden ark two thirds the size of
the Titanic. But how much of this
incredible story is fact? Noah’s Ark
explores the truth behind the Noah
legend and asks whether or not the
story could actually be a simpler tale
based on real historical figures and
events. Using computer-generated
graphics and dramatic reconstructions,
the programme recreates Noah’s
ark to show how it would have
looked, test if it was possible for
the animals to have boarded two by
two, and recreate the dramatic
battle to survive the Great Flood.

BBC CHILDREN IN
NEED 2003

The BBC’s biggest stars are already
vying for their spot on this year’s
Children In Need. But viewers can
expect a few changes in 2003… 

Over Children In Need’s 24 years,
viewers and listeners have raised
over a third of a billion pounds
which has been shared amongst an
enormously diverse range of charities
working with disadvantaged children
– from providing goalposts for youth
football teams to supporting projects
tackling tough social problems such
as child prostitution and child abuse.
The challenge for 2003 is to beat
the record-breaking £25 million
raised in both 2001 and 2002.AUCTION MAN

Auction Man introduces wheeler-
dealer Michael Hogben – the Del
Boy of the auctioneering world. He
loves fast cars, designer clothes
and a celebrity lifestyle – all of
which are easily financed by his
auction house’s £1 million turnover. 

Beneath the veneer of one of the
UK’s most successful auction
houses, Hogben’s, the programme
reveals the human stories behind
the goods that go under the hammer.

Crammed with characters and laden
with hot tips on how to spot a gem,
Auction Man introduces the Hogben’s
team that make the business such
a success, the regular visitors, the
celebrities, the sharp customers
and the unscrupulous dealers.

CHANGING ROOMS

The king of all make-over shows is set for a make-over itself, as designer
Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen switches to a 



RELATIVE STRANGERS

Imagine having a blood relation 
that you’ve never met; the child 
you couldn’t keep or the mother
you never knew. 

To not know where that person is,
what they look like or whether they
are even alive can be unbearable.

The series follows adopted children,
birth mothers and siblings as they
try to find each other after years of
separation, from the initial search,
through to the agony and the ecstasy
of reunion and beyond. Find out
how the families fare as they try to
replace the missing pieces of their
fractured lives. 
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RETURNING SERIES

A LIFE OF GRIME

AIRPORT

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

BARGAIN HUNT

GROUND FORCE

KENYON CONFRONTS

REAL STORY

TRAIL OF GUILT 

WATCHDOG

HUNTING CHRIS RYAN

Gulf War veteran SAS trooper Chris
Ryan is pushed to his limits as he
is hunted down by a crack force of
former Special Forces soldiers in
the most extreme environments on
Earth.

After parachuting into hostile
wildernesses, including Siberia,
Botswana and Honduras, Ryan 
has a matter of minutes to escape
before the Hunter Force is unleashed.

Hounded by helicopters and heat-
seeking devices, Ryan has to use
every trick he learned as a soldier
to evade capture and cover his
tracks in a game with no rules.
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