


rider.“It’ll mean working a long night and
getting up very early in the morning, but it’s
worth it. I just love it, I would be absolutely
mortified if I couldn’t go,” she laughs.

“I think we’ve probably got the strongest
chance of a gold medal in the eventing.We’ve
got a really strong team and I think they
deserve all the attention they get.We got a
silver medal in Sydney and they did great out
there but, ever since, all the team wants is
gold. Silver just wasn’t good enough for them.
They were actually really annoyed about it,
which is pretty unusual for a British team – it’s
usually, ‘Oh well done, we’ve finished second,’
but this lot aren’t like that – they really expect
to win gold and nothing else will do!”

Eventing aside, Clare’s also looking forward to
seeing the long-distance runners – especially
Paula Radcliffe – the rowers and the swimmers
in action in Athens.“I think Ian Thorpe will be
a big name again and there’s bound to be
another swimmer who can win a multitude of
medals.The British swimmers were a disaster
in Sydney but Bill Sweetenham, an Australian
coach, has come in and just turned it around.
He won’t take anybody to the Games who he
doesn’t think can make a final. He’s got some
good swimmers on his hands at the moment.
The whole attitude of the team is very
different to how it was four, eight or 
even 12 years ago. Not since David Wilkie 






