


Foreword
The 2005 General Election will mark fifty-five years of BBC
Television News election coverage, and the guiding
principles in 1950 of accuracy, fairness and impartiality will
continue to be the cornerstone of the BBC’s reporting more
than half a century on.

The political map, following devolution, has changed
dramatically since 1950, but the BBC’s aim of supporting
civic life and national debate, and providing trusted news
and information to help its audiences make sense of the
world, remains today.

Summary 
The BBC will aim to deliver the most comprehensive
coverage of the General Election. Its extensive resources
and multi-media platforms spanning television, radio and
online will ensure that the key issues, comments, candidates
and results are brought to audiences across the UK.

In addition to TV and radio coverage, the BBC’s position at
the forefront of broadcasting technology will make 2005 the
first broadband election, affording viewers broadcast quality
video footage via their computers. Furthermore, an
expanded and exciting internet programme on the BBC’s
award winning website will give people of all ages even more
information and features, including blogs from BBC
correspondents, chat room sites and voter views via their
mobile phones.

“Our programmes and services will give everyone a chance
to get the latest news from the campaign as well as
accurate, in-depth information about the issues that really
matter to them. Broadband opens up a wealth of creative
opportunities and we'll be using the internet and interactivity
to give voters new ways to exchange views and get their
opinions heard”.

Helen Boaden
Director of BBC News







BBC Radio Five Live

Making the most of its live facility, Five Live will invite
audiences to take part in many of its election features: Jon
Pienaar will accompany eighteen year old, first-time voters to
party press conferences to gauge their response to party
policies. Five Live ballot boxes will give listeners a vote on
issues they want discussed, and two young people will have
the chance to report on the campaigns. There will be regular
reports from a house in a marginal seat and a “Rant Line” to
register comment and concern. The network will also team
up with the Asian Network and 1Xtra for a series of major
debates on location.

Daily TV Bulletins





Radio Coverage
Radio 4 and Radio Five Live will lead the BBC’s radio
election coverage. Flagship news programmes will assess
election tactics, performances and manifestos. Giving
listeners even more choice, there will also be extended
coverage on Radio 1 and 2, local and digital stations.

Radio 4
John Humphrys will present T



BBCi
BBC Online
For the first broadband election, BBC Online is offering
exciting new features for its visitors, including an election
bible answering all questions from how to vote, to why
ballots are secret, and:

• The “Issues grid” – an interactive site comparing parties
on different issues.

• Where I Live – the definitive candidate database,
accessed by postcode, or via the BBC flashmap.

• Desktop Peter Snow – a virtual pop-up on your screen,
bringing breaking news, flagging features and relaying
your chosen constituency results as they happen.

• Voters’ video views – from a selected group of viewers,
sent in via their 3G mobile phones.

• Journo Blogs – posted by BBC correspondents around
the UK throughout the campaign.

• Results database – this will be one of the fastest results
services around. Using the latest technology, users can
watch the UK’s map literally changing colour as the results
build through the night.

BBC Interactive
The red button will bring extra options for digital viewers;
offering four more screens, increased viewing choices on
election night and a wealth of additional information.

Ten O’Clock News Extra, the late evening bulletin’s
interactive service will continue to provide viewers with
options for extra coverage of all stories.

Election coverage can be found at:
www.bbc.co.uk/election2005



The Results
Election Day sees the culmination of the BBC’s coverage
with a multi-media live results service on BBC ONE, Radio
Four and Five Live, plus BBC Scotland, BBC Wales, BBC
Northern Ireland and all BBC local radio stations. BBC
Online will also offer a comprehensive results service, as will
Ceefax and Digital Text – via mobile phones. News outlets
will make use of a special exit poll from NOP/MORI, jointly
commissioned by the BBC and ITN.

BBC TV will be on air all night as the results start coming in
until the following morning. BBC ONE’s Election Night
Special will run from throughout the evening, until 6am the
next day.

Top presenters, David Dimbleby, Jeremy Paxman, Peter
Snow, and Fiona Bruce will follow developments as results
come in, while Political Editor Andrew Marr and Professor
Anthony King will offer expert analysis from the studio. New
graphics on screen will reveal region by region results and
the red button
option for interactive
users will give even
greater detail.

Some 55 outside
broadcast units will
provide links to a
record number of
live locations. All
646 contested seats
will be covered by
the BBC, and a
team of over 100
journalists and
production staff will
be fact-checking
and providing
analysis throughout
the night from BBC
Television Centre in
London.



As the results continue to come in, Breakfast News takes


