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ANNAN: No, they are not behind us. One can come to the UN, but we will have to
make the judgement whether it is a kind of operation and the kind of
environment that one would want to introduce UN ‘blue helmets’ [into],
sometimes lightly armed. Or it is a kind of environment where you need a
robust army with a capacity and logistical assets to carry on the operation.
In this case we decided that it would have to be a multinational force. But
the Council endorsed that. So the Council can determine that a force
should go in, and make a judgement whether they should be ‘blue
helmets’, or authorise other countries to do it under a UN flag.

Q: Towards, I think the end of September and in October, the United States
started paying some of the money it owes you, and also stumping up
some money for peacekeeping troops, or for past peacekeeping
operations. Did that take you by surprise?

ANNAN: No, it didn't because we had been working on it for sometime and working
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they are going to see light at the end of the day, as they put it, and end
the suffering of their people, is by complying with the Security Council
resolutions.

Q: But to be absolutely clear on your position, you don't believe that action
against Iraq would be covered by self-defence in the way that action
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