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because this was precisely what they wanted the world to react to.  This
was a terrorist organisation, this was an outrageous situation and the
world wasn't saying this is the whole of Islam, this is the whole of the
Muslim world, but quite the reverse, that this is not a fight against Islam,
not a fight against the Muslim world but this is to really isolate terrorist
organisations and what they stand for.

STOURTON: Did you find any anxiety that the Americans were going to hit back very
quickly because I think quite a lot of people during that first week went to
bed at night thinking they might wake up and find there had been in an
American strike by the morning.

LEVY: Not really.  I mean I felt that there was going to be a measured situation.
I felt that there was anger, frustration, a lack of comprehension of what
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LEVY: Well I think it was a message from the Prime Minister to Arafat:  I am
receiving you in Downing Street; I want you to understand that we
understand the plight of the Palestinian people.  But we totally believe in
the security of the state of Israel.  We are against violence, we do not see
terror as the way forward but we nevertheless believe that there should
be and must be a Palestinian state living alongside the state of Israel, and
you have to take back to your people the message that terror and
violence is not going to secure that state but dialogue, working together,
understanding each other's problems and issues has got to be the way
forward. And the fact that we had lived with this in our Irish situation and
with his own experience and commitment to that problem undoubtedly
this was very much on his mind.

And from Arafat's point of view, it was the fact that he had c9(ry )Ae anhe hein
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STOURTON: Can you tell me what the sort of items on the list you were underlining on
that occasion were?  What were the headlines?

LEVY: Well it would be very difficult for me to go into detail but the headlines
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much account of Arab opinion, but also of the suicide bombings which
began. Do you think that’s an accurate picture of the way the Americans
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years, trying to get an insight into their thinking.  I don't think the
methods are unconventional.  I think it
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